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Year 4: Water, Water Everywhere 

History 

Key Questions 

1. What does BCE stand for? 

2. What are the two parts that ancient Egypt was split into? 

3. Why was the river Nile so important to the ancient Egyptians? 

4. What was the name of Egyptians who used to write? 

5. What is mummification? 

Key Vocabulary 

Ancient Egypt: One of the world's first civilizations. 

Pharoah: Political and religious leaders of Ancient Egypt. 

Tutankhamen: A famous Egyptian Pharaoh. 

Artefacts: An object made by a human being. 

Archaeology: The study of people and artifacts from ancient times. 

Mummification: A process in which the skin and flesh of a corpse can be 

preserved. 

Sarcophagus: A stone coffin or a container to hold a coffin. 

Canopic jar: Jars used by ancient Egyptians to hold mummified remains. 

Scribe: An ancient Egyptian who’s job it was to write down important 

information. 

Papyrus: A kind of paper from the stalks of a reed called papyrus, 

or paper plant. 

Hieroglyphs: A writing system that uses pictures and symbols instead of 

letters and words. 

Pyramids: Egyptians built giant pyramids as monuments to the pharaohs. 

Sphinx: An ancient Egyptian mythological creature, the great sphinx in 

Giza has the head of an Egyptian king. 

 

Art and Design 

Key Questions 

1. How did the ancient Egyptians represent faces? 

2. What did the ancient Egyptians draw? 

3. Why did the ancient Egyptians draw the things they drew? 

4. How did the ancient Egyptians make their colours? 

5. Describe a technique you have used in your art so far.                                                                             

 

Key Vocabulary 

Explore: Explore the roles and purposes of artists. 

Line: An identifiable path that often defines the edges of a form. 

Pattern: A design that repeats and can be found anywhere. 

Texture: How something feels when it is touched. Artists use texture to 

help add dimension to a piece. 

Form: A three-dimensional shape. 

Smudge: To rub a line to create a blurred shadow. 

Blend: A painting technique where two different colours are slightly mixed 

together when wet, giving a smooth transition from one colour to the next. 

Mark: Marks can take the form of lines, dots, shapes, or patterns. 

Mixed media: A visual art form that combines a variety of media in a single 

artwork. 

Shape: The external form, the contours, or the outline of a subject. 
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Science 

Key Questions 

1. Name something which could be a solid, a liquid or a gas. 

2. What is the scientific name for rain, snow and other water that 

falls from the clouds? 

3. What is the process called when a liquid becomes a solid? 

4. What is the process called when a solid becomes a liquid? 

5. What is it called when water vapour turns back into water?  

Key Vocabulary 

States of matter: Materials can be one of three states: solids, liquids 

or gases. Some materials can change from one state to another and back 

again. 

Solids: These are materials that keep their shape unless a force is 

applied to them. They can be hard, soft or even squashy. Solids take up 

the same amount of space no matter what has happened to them. 

Liquids: Liquids take the shape of their container. They can change 

shape but do not change the amount of space they take up. They can 

flow or be poured. 

Gases: Gases can spread out to completely fill the container or room 

they are in. They do not have any fixed shape, but they do have a mass. 

Water vapour: This is water that takes the form of a gas. When water 

is boiled, it evaporates into a water vapour. 

Melt: This is when a solid changes to a liquid. 

Freeze: Liquid turns to a solid during the freezing process. 

Evaporate: Turn a liquid into a gas. 

Condense: Turn a gas into a liquid. 

Precipitation: Liquid or solid particles that fall from a cloud as rain, 

sleet, hail or snow. 

Geography 

Key Questions 

1. How is a river different from other bodies of 

water? 

2. Where does the water come from?  Where does 

it go? (Water cycle). 

3. Where are the key rivers in the world, in the 

UK, and locally? 

4. How did that river get like that? Why and how is 

it changing? Is the river still changing? 

5. How do rivers affect people’s lives and influence 

human activity? 

Key Vocabulary 

Bank: The riverbank is the land at the side of the river. 

Basin: The land water must cross to reach a river. It 

collects all available water from tributaries, creeks and 

streams in its area. 

Bed: The bed is the bottom of a river. A riverbed can be 

made of sand, rocks or mud depending on the river. 

Delta: A wide muddy or sandy area where some rivers 

meet the sea. The river slows down and drops all the 

sediment it was carrying. 

Erosion: A fast flowing river can damage the riverbanks 

and wash bits of them downstream, making the river 

wider.  

Estuary: Where a river reaches the ocean and the river 

and ocean mix. Estuaries are normally wide and flat. 

Meander: A river that follows a winding course. 

Mouth: The end of a river where it flows into the sea, 

another river or a lake. 

Source: The start of a river is its source. This could be a 

spring on a hillside, a lake, a bog or marsh. A river may 

have more than one source. 

Tributary: A smaller river or stream that joins a big river. 
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English: 

Flotsam – David Weisner 

Key Vocabulary: 

• Flotsam: Objects or debris floating on the water. 

• Mysterious: Something that is difficult to understand or 

explain. 

• Sequel: A story that continues the original story. 

• Inference: Deducing conclusions based on evidence and 

reasoning. 

• Cyclical: Recurring in cycles or a repeated pattern. 

• Caldecott Medal: An award given annually to the artist of the 

most distinguished American picture book for children. 

• Wordless: Without words or text. 

• Fantasy: A genre involving magical or other supernatural 

elements. 

Timeline of Concepts: 

1. Introduction to Flotsam and its themes. 

2. Exploration of wordless picture books. 

3. Identifying and discussing key elements in the illustrations. 

4. Analysing the mystery and adventures depicted in the 

story. 

5. Studying the impact of the camera's discovery on the 

protagonist. 

6. Reflecting on the cyclical nature of life and the power of 

nature.  

7. Creating setting descriptions inspired by the book. 

8. Writing postcards based on the story's events. 

9. Crafting non-chronological reports about cameras and their 

history. 

10. Composing a message in a bottle letter from a character's 

perspective. 

11. Planning and developing a mystery narrative for the 

'Jetsam' sequel. 

12. Presenting and sharing the sequels with the class. 

13. Concluding the unit by reviewing learning outcomes and 

reflections. 

 

2. BBC Bitesize - English Key Stage 2 

- www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks2/english 

3. Oxford Owl - www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/ 

4. The Literacy Trust - www.literacytrust.org.uk 

Interesting Facts: 

• The 'Firework Maker's Daughter' is a novel written by 

Philip Pullman. 

• The story is inspired by folk tales and legends from 

various cultures. 

• Firework making has a long history dating back to 

ancient China. 

By the end of this topic, and using year group specific 

grammar elements, Year 4 students should: 

• Be able to summarise the key events of 'The Firework 

Maker's Daughter'. 

• Understand the vocabulary related to the story. 

• Analyse characters and their motivations in the book. 

• Write creatively inspired by the themes and settings 

of the story. 

• Identify elements of culture and tradition in the 

narrative. 

• Compare and contrast the different challenges faced 

by characters in the story. 

Useful Websites: 

• David Wiesner's Official Website - Learn more about the author 

and his works. 

• Caldecott Medal Homepage - Information about the prestigious 

award. 

• National Geographic Kids Cameras - Explore the history of cameras 

for additional research. 

Interesting Facts: 

• Flotsam won the Caldecott Medal in 2007 for its exceptional 

illustrations. 

• David Wiesner is renowned for his wordless picture book creations. 

• The story of Flotsam encourages imagination and critical thinking 

skills. 

• Cameras have evolved over centuries, changing the way we 

document history. 

• Wordless picture books like Flotsam can inspire creativity and 

storytelling. 

By the end of this topic, and using year group specific grammar 

elements, Year 4 students should: 

• Analyse wordless picture books and infer meaning from 

illustrations. 

• Identify key themes and elements in Flotsam by David Wiesner. 

• Write setting descriptions and postcards inspired by the story. 

• Create non-chronological reports on cameras and their historical 

significance. 

• Craft a message in a bottle letter from a character's perspective. 

• Develop a mystery narrative sequel titled 'Jetsam' based on the 

original text. 

• Understand the cyclical nature of life and the power of nature as 

depicted in the story. 

• Make connections between the themes in Flotsam and real-world 

experiences. 

• Reflect on the impact of the camera's discovery on the protagonist 

and its mysterious photographs. 

 

https://teachmateai.com/www.literacyshedplus.com
https://teachmateai.com/www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks2/english
https://teachmateai.com/www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/
https://teachmateai.com/www.literacytrust.org.uk
https://teachmateai.com/www.davidwiesner.com
https://teachmateai.com/www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/bookmedia/caldecottmedal/caldecottmedal
https://teachmateai.com/www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/technology/photography/history-of-cameras
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The story of Tutankhamun – Patricia Cleveland-Peck 

Key Vocabulary 

• Ancient Egypt - Ancient civilization located in 

North-Eastern Africa, known for its pyramids, 

hieroglyphics and pharaohs. 

• Pyramids - Monumental structures built in 

Ancient Egypt as tombs for pharaohs and their 

consorts. 

• Tutankhamun - An Ancient Egyptian pharaoh of 

the 18th dynasty, known for his intact tomb 

discovered in the Valley of the Kings. 

• Howard Carter - British archaeologist who 

discovered Tutankhamun's tomb in 1922. 

• Civilisations - Complex societies with advanced 

culture, technology, and government. 

• Legends - Stories passed down through 

generations, often with historical or mythical 

significance. 

• Mummification - The preservation of a body by 

embalming and wrapping in cloth, practiced by 

ancient Egyptians. 

• Curse - A spell or invocation calling for harm to 

befall someone or something, often associated 

with Tutankhamun's tomb. 

 

Timeline of Key Events 

1. 1332 BC: Tutankhamun becomes Pharaoh of 

Egypt. 

2. 1922: Howard Carter discovers Tutankhamun's 

tomb in the Valley of the Kings. 

3. 2018: Patricia Cleveland-Peck publishes "The 

Story of Tutankhamun", a nominated book for 

the CILIP Carnegie and Kate Greenaway 

children's book awards. 

 

 

 

Useful Websites 

• The British Museum - Ancient Egypt 

• BBC Bitesize - Howard Carter and 

Tutankhamun 

• National Geographic Kids - Tutankhamun 

Interesting Facts 

• The discovery of Tutankhamun's tomb by 

Howard Carter remains one of the most 

significant archaeological finds in history. 

• Tutankhamun became Pharaoh of Egypt at 

the age of 9 and died at around 18 or 19. 

• The tomb of Tutankhamun contained over 

5,000 artifacts, including his iconic death 

mask made of gold. 

By the end of this topic, and using year group 

specific grammar elements, Year 4 students 

should: 

• Key events in Tutankhamun's life and 

death. 

• The role of Howard Carter in the 

discovery of Tutankhamun's tomb. 

• The significance of Ancient Egypt in world 

history. 

• How to write non-chronological reports, 

instructions, character descriptions, diary 

entries, newspaper reports, and posters. 

• The ability to compose a biography of 

Tutankhamun based on their research and 

understanding of the topic. 

 

https://www.britishmuseum.org/learn/schools/ages-7-11/ancient-egypt
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zg87xnb
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zg87xnb
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/history/egypt/king-tut-facts/

