
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Newsbite 
Friday 22nd December 2023 

 
                 

Dear All,  
Thank you all for your support and hard work this term, it has been a very long second half! The children have 
been amazing and this week has been filled with a lot of laughter and fun.  
 
Many thanks to the ‘Friends of St Joseph’s’ PTA who came in to deliver Christmas gifts to all the children and 
set tables for their Christmas dinner. We were all quite emotional watching the children’s faces as they came 
into the hall and then into their classrooms. What a fabulous surprise!  
 
I am looking forward to the next term and all the joy that teaching and learning brings and wish you all a very 
peaceful Christmas with family and friends.  
 
Stay Safe and Christmas Wishes  
 
Mrs Dedman 

 
 

Dates for the Diary  
 

Date Event  
08.01.24 Children Return to school  
08.01.24 Epiphany Mass at School 2pm  
10.01.24 M & M Productions in school – Robin Hood 
11.01.24 Heights & Weights 
16.01.24 Year 6 at St Paul’s 
19.01.24 Y2 Lunch with Adults  
  

 
 

Advent Prayer  
 
God of all, you sent the angel Gabriel as your messenger to Mary.  Help us to be your messengers in 
the world today.  Amen. 



In the sixth month of Elizabeth's pregnancy God sent the angel Gabriel to a town in Galilee named Nazareth. He 
had a message for a young woman promised in marriage to a man named Joseph, who was a descendant of King 
David. Her name was Mary. The angel came to her and said, “Peace be with you! The Lord is with you and has 
greatly blessed you!” 
 
Mary was deeply troubled by the angel's message, and she wondered what his words meant. The angel said to 
her, “Don't be afraid, Mary; God has been gracious to you. You will become pregnant and give birth to a son, 
and you will name him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High God. The Lord God will 
make him a king, as his ancestor David was, and he will be the king of the descendants of Jacob forever; his 
kingdom will never end!” 
 
Mary said to the angel, “I am a virgin. How, then, can this be?” 
 
The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and God's power will rest upon you. For this reason the 
holy child will be called the Son of God. Remember your relative Elizabeth. It is said that she cannot have 
children, but she herself is now six months pregnant, even though she is very old. For there is nothing that God 
cannot do.” 
 
“I am the Lord's servant,” said Mary; “may it happen to me as you have said.” And the angel left her. 

https://cafod.org.uk/education/children-s-liturgy 
 

Staying Safe in the Holidays  
 
What to do if you are concerned about a child 
 

Safeguarding children is everyone's responsibility. Child protection means 
protecting children from physical, emotional or sexual abuse or neglect. It also 
means helping children to grow up into confident, healthy and happy adults. 
If you are concerned about the safety and welfare of a child in Leicester city, 
then please contact Leicester City Council or the Police, on the following 
telephone numbers. 
 
If you are concerned about the safety and welfare of a 
child in Leicester, please contact us by calling 0116 454 
1004 (24-hour service) or the police on 0116 222 2222 

 
 

Online Safety  
 

 

https://cafod.org.uk/education/children-s-liturgy


 
 
 
 
 
 

Attendance at St Joseph’s  
 
 

Persistent Absence at St Joseph’s  
A perseistent absent student is defined as a 
student who has 10% or more absence and who is 
aged between 5-15 years old.  
 
At Present there are currently 18.8% of children 
at school who are classed as Persistently absent. 
This equates to 40 children out of 213. This is 
above the National Average.  
To find out what your childs attendance is – Please 
have a look at your Arbor App or ask in the school 
office.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
The Tables below show where we have more persistent absence in comparison to National Data.  
The areas that are below National Data are still too high.  
Please let us know if we can help you to reduce our attendance concerns.  
 
 
 
 

 

Class Class attendance  
YTD 

Mrs Bailey 93.2 
Mrs Abel 94.7 
Mr Crewe 94.8 
Mrs Spencer 93.3 
Mr Challoner 95.4 
Mrs Darby 93.1 
Mrs Stack 95.2 
Mrs Murray  96.7 
Whole School (This year so far)  93.9 
National Average YTD (Year to Date)  94.4 


